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INTRODUCTION 

   Street art first originated in the 60s of the last century and quickly became a new form of modern art which has been gaining a lot of attention to this day. Despite its popularity, the concept of street art causes a lot of controversy among critics and society. Through many years people have been debating street art and its impact on society. Some believe that street-art is a modern art form, others think that it is vandalism. 
 
  The relevance of this work lies in the fact that in the modern world everything changes rapidly and ideas about art also change. Traditional art forms are replaced with something new, that represents newer generations. Interest in finding new forms of self-expression is increasing, therefore new forms of art, like street art, appear, and the number of people interested in modern art culture is growing.
   This work will be useful to people who are interested in the topic of modern art culture and want to know more about street art. This research may also be of interest to those who are studying English and want to expand their knowledge about art at the same time. 

   The main aim of this work is to study street art and answer the question: “Is street art a legitimate art form or vandalism?”
   This aim involves the following objectives:
· analyze different definitions of art and identify its main features
· explore the concept of street art and identify its main features 
· find out what makes street art so controversial 
· consider the history of street art and its techniques 
· find out about the most famous street art creators, their artistic path, the purposes behind their works 
[bookmark: _30j0zll]   The hypothesis is that street art is a visual art form that allows everyone freedom of expression and creativity, offers an unconventional experience outside galleries through which artists can express their opinions and have free dialogues with the viewers. Therefore, this art form is a part of modern art and cannot be defined as vandalism. 
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   The problem of this work lies in the fact that society has only been exposed to institutional art. As a result, people have a conservative view towards street art and this is reflected in a negative attitude towards any manifestation of street art, which is expressed in negative attitude towards this art form. 

   Working methods: analysis, synthesis, analogy, deduction, induction, generalization, classification.
















1. Definition of Art 

“Art is our one true global language….It speaks to our need to reveal, heal, and transform. It transcends our ordinary lives and lets us imagine what is possible.”
Richard Kamler, artist and activist. 
 
   There is no one universal definition of art. Though there is a general consensus that “art is the conscious creation of something beautiful or meaningful using skill and imagination.” [15]. Through the years the definition of art has been changing constantly. What people in the 17th century thought was inappropriate and rebellious now is considered as classical art. We know artists like Pablo Picasso, Claude Monet, Van Gough as classical artists, but for their times they were rebels and were not recognized as easily as we may think. They weren't recognized as artists back at their time mostly because art had a certain standard which they did not fit in. [2, p. 224]. 
   The term “art ” is related to the Latin word “ars ” meaning, art, skill, or craft. The first known use of the word comes from 13th-century manuscripts. However, the word art and its many variants (artem, eart, etc.) have probably existed since the founding of Rome [15]. 
   The definition of art has been debated for centuries among philosophers. “What is art? ” is the most basic question in the philosophy of aesthetics, which really means, “How do we determine what is defined as art? ” This implies two subtexts: the essential nature of art, and its social importance (or lack of it).
   In the past art was defined as “anything done with skill as the result of knowledge and practice” [2]. From the 11th century on through the end of the 17th century the main purpose of art was defined as the representation or replication of something that is beautiful or meaningful. Plato first developed the idea of art as “mimesis ”, which, in Greek, means copying or imitation. While representational art still exists today, it is no longer the only measure of value. 
   Expression became important during the Romantic period of the 18th century with artwork expressing a definite, elevated or dramatic feeling. Art began to be described as not just being something done with skill, but something that was also created in the pursuit of beauty and to express the artist’s emotions. Audience response was also important, as the artwork was intended to evoke an emotional response from the viewer. According to the Britannica Dictionary this definition holds true today, as modern artists express their feelings through their art pieces, engaging the audience into the dialogue and evoking strong feelings: “Art is something that is created with imagination and skill and that is beautiful or that expresses important ideas or feelings, a piece of modern/contemporary art.” [9].  Nowadays the message and emotions play a more significant role in an artwork than just copying: “Art is generally understood as any activity or product done by people with a communicative or aesthetic purpose—something that expresses an idea, an emotion or, more generally, a world view.” [14]. Today more people consider art as something that imprints the personality of an artist, makes the viewer understand the purpose behind the artwork, relate to the artist or provoke discussion which leads to evoking feelings among the viewers. “Art - A set of techniques and works that bear the imprint of the personality of a particular person, evidence of his special skill or talent.” That all leads to a need for a dialogue between the artist and spectator in the artwork. 
   However, art cannot be done without any creativity or imagination. In the past when art was considered anything done with the skill, creativity did not play any role at making art. Today it is completely different, in intention to make an artwork that has a message in it, creativity needs to be involved: “Art is a diverse range of human activity, and resulting product, that involves creative or imaginative talent expressive of technical proficiency, beauty, emotional power, or conceptual ideas.” [14].
   All in all, art is a human activity considered as anything that is created with imagination and skill, expresses certain feelings or ideas of the author to society, leads to the dialogue and evokes certain emotions in the viewers. 


























2. The concept of street art

“I don’t think about art when I’m working. I try to think about life.”
Jean-Michel Basquiat, an American street artist 

2.1 Definition and characteristics of street art

   Street art is a global phenomenon of modern culture. Society has defined it as a vibrant form of artistic expression created in public locations. It is associated with the terms “independent art ”, “post-graffiti ”, “neo-graffiti ” and “guerrilla art.” Since it is a public-space artwork, it is believed that this kind of art disrupts daily life of citizens and offers an unconventional experience outside galleries. Being a tool for self-expression, street art allows everyone freedom of expression and creativity. “Street art rebels against these notions of art as something only the elite can enjoy. Street art can be called the voice of the city, and it speaks to the masses.” [16]. 
   Like every other art movement, street art has its own characteristics. Main features of street art are accessibility, diversity and actuality. 
Accessibility is expressed in the fact that this form of artistic expression is located on the streets, so everyone can see and enjoy it. Examples of it can be found in various places, for instance, Argentina's highest mural in Banfield by Martin Ron1 or “Make Art Not War” by Shepard Fairey. “This type of art is freely available for anyone who passes by, allowing for an immediate and unfiltered connection between the artwork and the observer.” [8]. Art should be accessible to each and every one, no matter how rich or poor a person is. People should be able to enjoy art. “The public has a right to art. The public needs art, and it is the responsibility of a ‘self-proclaimed’ artist to realize the public needs art, and not to make bourgeois art for the few and ignore the masses.” - Keith Haring, American artist [1, p. 175]. Artwork is a dialogue between the artist and viewers and it makes people get inspired. “I am interested in making art to be experienced and explored by as many different individuals as possible with as many different individual ideas about the given piece with no final meaning attached. The viewer creates the reality, the meaning, the conception of the piece.” - Keith Haring. Street art gives people the opportunity to experience inspiration in their daily life. 
   Diversity is another characteristic of street art. As it's not limited to any art style, street art encompasses a variety of styles such as graffiti, murals (Faith in Women)10, sticker art, posters, stencils and even sculptures (Submerged Phone Booth). “Street art is usually independent of formal art institutions; it pushes the boundaries of what art can be defined as. Street art is based on words, images and symbols aimed at a public audience.” [22]. 
   Moreover, street art expands with cultural diversity. It captures different traditions, histories and perspectives, current events and problems that are unfolding in the world at a given moment, making a powerful reflection on our society. “The definition of street art can be elusive, as it continuously evolves alongside society’s shifting cultures and norms.” [8]. This shows one of the most important characteristics of urban art - actuality. Whilst territorial and rebellious in nature, street art is often a form of comment or reflection on social and political issues that provokes discussion and reaction [21]. For example, Banksy’s work in Gaza, Palestine3. He drew a kitten on the remaining fragments of the building. This way Banksy tried to draw public attention to the problem of this region. “A local man came up and said ‘Please – what does this mean?’ I explained I wanted to highlight the destruction in Gaza by posting photos on my website – but on the internet people only look at pictures of kittens.”- says Banksy [11]. However, given the rapid nature of street art, it is hard to be confident that these works will stand the test of time and last forever. So there is no doubt that some street art pieces may lose their actuality throughout the time.               This shows how temporary street art actually is, but this fact does not make it worthless, instead it demonstrates the true nature of street art. It challenges the principle of aesthetic features in art, street art places the context, relevant experience and meaning in the artwork in the first place. Those experiences and meaning are actual for the period of time when they were created and will not lose their relevance until the issue of the time will not be solved. If any politically or culturally issued street art works lose their relevance that means society has changed in a better direction and some of the street art pieces made people think and inspire others to make their own intervention. 




















2.2 What makes street art so controversial?

   Street art has been controversial since it first appeared in public spaces. The concept of street art is perceived differently: for some it is an artwork, for others it is vandalism. Since street art is almost always connected to activism this aspect makes some artworks illegal so the justice system can put this type of street art into the vandalism/crime section. “There are some cultural and social issues that are prohibited to discuss, therefore there are no artworks on these topics in art galleries or exhibitions. <...> and that's where us street artists try to do is we would like to have a continuing dialogue with our community and discuss things that are prevailing in our community ” - says Phillip Marsh, street artist and activist [1, p. 175]. Street art can be beneficial to urban spaces in many ways. It can transform dull city facades into vibrant open-air galleries (The Secret of the Great Pyramid)2, revitalize neighborhoods, attract tourists (Rainbow Village), and fosters a sense of identity and pride among local residents.
   Like with everything, especially art, people have their own subjective opinions and attitudes. So there is no surprise that street art can be highly criticized or praised, depending on the people's personal preferences. In most cases street artists have problems with the government (if they criticize the current system) or with the building owners whose property has been damaged. “Without authority from the property owner, street art may be illegal. Therefore, to legally create street art, you should obtain permission from the owner of the building or property. If you fail to seek approval, the property owner or local council may remove or paint over your art.” - Shiryn Hagh, lawyer [12]. There is a view that street art is the abuse and misuse of public space: an eyesore to some and a sign of disrespect for common property. “Although they should be punished for the action of violating the law, the street art should be protected by copyright and some of its credit should be given to the owner of the original picture or the owner of the place where it is drawn.” - says Edgar Muller, 3D street artist. Despite this there are some building owners who are more open to allowing street artists to create murals on their property, some of them even build plastic protections over street artwork. For example, on the facade of the hardware store of the Place Bernard Halpern, the piece of street art made by Parisian street artist Miss.Tic is covered by a transparent pane. Siegrid, the owner of the shop, explains that she installed it to protect the stencil. “There hasn’t been any tag yet, but I think that if there is one someday, I can simply remove the plexiglass and place another one instead.” [7]. 
   Over the past few decades, street art has become more accepted as a legitimate art form than when it first appeared. According to street artist Viktoria Weissbrut, what used to be considered vandalism is now considered art. Young artists are forced to illegally create space for their creativity. In fact, public attitudes towards certain street art works change over time. Since street art is quite a new art movement, society is still adapting to it. Street art itself continuously evolves alongside society’s shifting cultures and norms. 
   Most of the current art critics consider street art as a ligitimate form of art. In 2022 Moscow hosted the Russian Creative Week, during which the discussion “Don’t erase – it is art ” was held. The experts discussed how to distinguish between street art and vandalism and the role street art plays in improving urban space [10]. “As long as the murals, tags or other manifestations of this art convey an idea and help to visualize the cultural code of the city and make it an open-air museum, it can be called street art. But it is spontaneously expressed, mostly the negative emotion of a youth painting a train carriage, it is vandalism.” - explained Moscow art critic Anastasia Postrigay. Not everything painted in a public space can be called art and there are actual vandals whose main goal is to promote their name (tag) with the intention of gaining respect from other graffiti so they ruin public property and damage some street art piece by tagging it. Therefore it is important to distinguish an actual art from vandalism. It is mostly the association with graffiti and tagging that makes it difficult for some people to define street art as a valid art form. 
   Graffiti and street art are both forms of self-expression found on walls and can be seen side by side in the same environment. However, it is important to distinguish these two art forms one from another. The most serious difference is that graffiti is illegal, whereas street art is often commissioned [4]. 
   Street artist Viktoria Weissbrut claimed that not a single artist would describe their work as vandalism. For everyone it means creativity – and others, such as art critics, give the works their meaning. But sometimes street art works don't have a clear meaning or strong intention behind them. They can be done for the purpose of making the area look nicer and colorful. Nowadays, street art is interesting not only from the point of view of artists’ creative self-expression. It also plays a significant role in beautifying residential areas. 
    As society becomes more accepted towards street art, permission walls are appearing for artists, one of the most popular is Lake Street Tunnel in London5. Also, nowadays, many sanctioned events and open-air exhibitions, where street artists are invited to showcase their work “Melbourne Stencil Festival ”. On the one hand, these methods can provide street artists a space to create their work legally, reduce vandalism while promoting the cultural value of street art. On the other hand, some of these street art exhibitions are made only for financial gain and exhibit artwork without an artist's permission. Clear example of this is the exhibition at Palazzo Pepoli “Street Art: Banksy & Co ” which featured 250 street artworks that had been removed from the original public locations. In protest of this exhibition an Italian street artist Blu, whose works were featured at Palazzo Pepoli, destroyed every artwork he had painted on the streets of Bologna over the past 20 years. “This “street art” exhibition is representative of a model of urban space that we must fight, a model based on private accumulation which commodifies life and creativity for the profits of the usual few people.” Blu’s actions seem to be related not just to the affront of having his work appear in a museum, but also to the rising street art market that is causing works from artists like Banksy to command huge prices [5]. What's important - street art is social, that means it is used to raise awareness about important social, political and environmental issues. True street art is not a tool for financial gain like some people use it. 
   Even considering the consequences that street artists may face, the fact that there are some legal spaces to create, even though they are limited and, certainly, not every topic can be mentioned in street works there, it is still a little win for the urban artists and a sip of fresh air. 
   Street art is done with imagination and skill, reflecting the author's idea and message, street art evokes discussions and feelings among the spectators. With these features street art is a part of “art ” and as an art form and a means of expression, street art is inclusive and free from censorship. It becomes a mirror to society, inspiring change and making streets serve as free art galleries to the masses. Street art can unite people, provoke thought, challenge social norms, transform neglected or abandoned areas into colorful spaces. These features make street art stand out from other art forms.
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3. History of street art 

“Art is the signature of civilizations past and present. Everything else is just information.’’
Giorgio Vasari, an Italian painter and architect.

  Street art, originally coined by Allan Schwartzman in 1985, but it does not mean that it appeared only in the 20th-century. People have been using natural surfaces to draw and paint on them since prehistoric times when handprints (Cueva de las Manos)6 and paintings depicting hunting scenes were put on cave walls to evoke the prosperity and unity of small communities. Thanks to the studies of ancient cave art, we have learned a lot about our ancestors and their way of living. While today’s street art is very different from the cave paintings of thousands of years ago, it is important to recognize that the desire to use walls and shared spaces as a canvas to create art was not a new invention in the 1900’s. It’s been happening as long as humans have been as a way to document, communicate, and express ourselves. Street art had also been in the ancient Roman and Greek Empires in Europe but mostly as a form of advertising medium. Artworks found there range from pro-religion, politics, and even billboards rof bath houses and brothels [23].
   Street art, as we are accustomed to seeing it today, supposedly appeared during the Second World War. The first case is considered to be the appearance of the viral inscription “Kilroy was here” 7. It was carried out by a certain Kilroy, who allegedly worked at a bomb factory in Detroit, USA.  At first, the inscription appeared on all boxes of bombs made at this plant.  The phrase was then added beneath the drawing of a bald man with his nose hanging over a wall and further spread by American soldiers. From soldiers to children, the simplicity of the design gave anyone and everyone the opportunity to join in with the street art revolution. In what was the 1930s and 40s equivalent of a viral trend, people began scribbling Kilroy on everything, especially in hard-to-see places [20].
   Then street art flourished in the 1960s in Philadelphia. This place is still considered the historical center of graffiti culture. In the 1970s, localization moved to New York. It all started in a Manhattan neighborhood called Washington Heights. At this moment, was invented “tagging ” - teenagers putting their names on public property. At the same time, a tradition arose of putting the street number next to the nickname. Among the graffiti artists of that time, competition broke out for recognition as the best. This encouraged writers to develop a new style of execution - this is how graffiti codes and styles appeared. These early acts of graffiti vandalism were, and still are, illegal. However, their proliferation across the city made them as much a part of New York’s visual identity as the subway itself or the Statue of Liberty. They coincided with the rise of hip hop culture and reflected the growing frustrations of the young and the poor, desperate to be seen and make their mark on the world’s most iconic city. 
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4. Great street artists

“To be an artist is to believe in life.” 
Henry Moore, was an English semi-abstract artist and sculptor.


4.1 Banksy

   When talking about street art it is almost impossible not to mention Banksy. Banksy is for sure one of the most, if not the most popular street artist-activists in the world. He has been producing street artworks for over two decades. Despite his international fame, the identity of stencil-artist Banksy is still shrouded in mystery. He got noticed for illegally spray-painting trains and walls in his home city of Bristol in the 1990s. Since then, the artist became a worldwide phenomenon, being well known for his distinctive style of invention with the use of stencils that are in sharp contrast to spontaneous markings of graffiti. Ranging from small street objects to billboard-sized murals, Banksy has helped raise street art from an underground cult into a globally recognized movement. The fact that he is a prolific artist who carries out large-scale works and projects (Dismaland; The Walled Off Hotel), opens exhibitions (Severnshed; Better Out Than In; Barely Legal) and shoots films (Exit Through the Gift Shop), makes him even more valuable. 
   Besides his unbelievable technique, Banksy remains an artist whose work is motivated by its message. The clarity of the execution is key to its communication, as well as its ability to make the maximum possible effect and reach the widest possible audience. His works offer strong and usually shocking imagery as a form of social and political critique. Through them he has addressed everything: the absurdity of war (Rage, Flower Thrower; Bomb Hugger), climate change (Season's Greetings), human and animal rights (Keep Your Coins, I Want Change; Barcode) as well as political tension (If Graffiti Changed Anything - It Would be Illegal ). Banksy's works can be seen on the streets all around the world and that is what makes him an international artist whose goal is to uncover worldwide problems and raise awareness among citizens [19]. 
   Banksy's most well-known work is “Girl with Balloon” 8.He pulled off one of the most original auction stunts in art history, when in 2006 his painting unexpectedly self-destructed, immediately after it was sold for more than a million dollars at a Sotheby’s auction. This event made international headlines. “This work is now part of art history in its shredded state and we'd estimate Banksy has added a minimum 50 percent to its value.” [3, p. 57]. The winning bidder went through with the purchase anyway, and the work was renamed “Love Is In The Bin” 9 – the only original artwork ever to be created live at auction. “Banksy is unique to the art world. No other artist captures the hearts and minds of the public like he does. However, when Banksy does something crazy like shredding his own artwork, it will naturally have a dramatic effect on values.” - Ian Syer, MyArtBroker Co-Founder [17]. 
  Banksy left “Girl With Balloon” meaning characteristically coded, with the only clue an inscription accompanying his original stencil at Southbank: “There Is Always Hope”. Banksy's message that “There Is Always Hope” has led him to create variations of “Girl With Balloon” addressing specific political issues. In 2014, he created a version featuring the girl wearing a headscarf, to support victims of the Syria conflict. Two years later, the artist reworked the design to feature a Union Jack balloon, and offered a free print of it to Bristol locals who voted against the Conservative government. 

  “Banksy is important because he is one! He is a silent voice of protest that strikes at the distortion of the system! At night, while we sleep, he paints the walls with political criticism. The artist, who is against being a pawn of popular culture, started the most popular rebellion by himself with his brush strokes. Therefore it is ironic.” - Dr. Carol Damian.
























4.2 Lady Pink

   The Ecuadorian-American painter, muralist and graffiti writer Lady Pin, also known as Sandra Fabara, became a cult figure in the 1980s hip hop and graffiti scene. First getting noticed in the late 1979 for her subway train paintings she quickly established herself as a key figure in the male-dominated world of graffiti. Pink painted subway trains from the years 1979-1985 and in 1982 had a starring role in the motion picture “Wild Style”. That role and her other significant contributions to graffiti have made her a cult figure in the hip-hop subculture [18]. 
   Lady Pink is widely recognized as one of the most influential and innovative artists in the world of graffiti. With her bold use of color, intricate compositions, and women-centered themes. Without an activism purpose, throughout her career, she used graffiti as an act of empowering women and continues to mature as an artist, creating monumental works around New York as well as holding mural workshops for local communities. 

   Lady Pink began exhibiting paintings in galleries while still in high school, and at the age of 21 had her first solo show at the Moore College of Art. As a leading participant in the rise of graffiti-based art, Lady Pink's canvases have entered important art collections such as those of the Whitney Museum, the MET in New York City, the Brooklyn Museum, the Museum of Fine Art in Boston and the MoMA [6]. 
  There are works, among many others, that have solidified Lady Pink as a graffiti art pioneer. The most iconic are “Faith in women” 11 (2005) this mural focuses on anti-war symbolism in vibrant shades of pink, this piece expresses Lady Pink’s faith in women and that they can change the world. “The Death of Graffiti ” 10 (1982) this was a collaboration with artist Jenny Holzer, they created this mural expressing their concern about graffiti’s decline as a vibrant art form. “Freedom” (1983) created on a Berlin Wall, this work symbolizes the desire for freedom and the breaking down of barriers. “Queen of the Subway” (1980s) this mural pays homage to Lady Pink's early years as a graffiti artist, showcasing her signature style and rebellious spirit. It represents her rise to prominence in male-dominated world of graffiti [18]. Through her works, Lady Pink helped to elevate the profile of graffiti art, inspiring future generations of female artists and securing her place in the annals of art history. 
   
   Street art is a vibrant world made by the hands of talented artists, who have defied norms, challenged boundaries, and left an indelible mark on the urban landscape. Street art is a visualization of artistic rebellion; it leaves a profound impact on our consciousness. From the thought-provoking stencils of Banksy that challenge social and political injustices to the colorful and energetic creations of Lady Pink that celebrate female empowerment, each artist showcases their unique style, perspective and message.













 CONCLUSION

   Through street art artists can show that creativity has no limits, it is a visualization of artistic rebellion. Street art shows that art can flourish even in the most unexpected places, becoming part of the city and transforming dull city facades into vibrant open-air galleries. Through thought-provoking works street art creates powerful platforms for self-expression, and meaningful conversations. Street art is inclusive and free from censorship, it can unite people, challenge social norms, transform neglected or abandoned areas into colorful spaces. As part of modern art, street art is controversial. Modern art is a hard concept, it has always been controversial and there is still no common opinion on this topic. These features make street art stand out from other art forms.
   Having studied the subject, we have come to the following conclusions: 
· Street art can be considered as art as they have some common features, such as creativeness, message, dialogue between the viewer and the artist, emotions.
· Street art cannot be defined as vandalism as long as it has a clear message, social importance and evokes emotions. 
· Street artists reflect real life as it is in its beauty and ugliness. 

    In the view of this, it is clear that street art is part of modern art culture and this art movement is not about vandalism and damage to public property, it's about message and purpose, therefore this art should be accepted. 
   As a conclusion of this journey through street art, it is a reminder that art, in all forms, plays a significant role in our everyday lives. No matter how busy or stressed we are, there needs to be an opportunity to enjoy art, even for a second, and this need can be fulfilled with street art.
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